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The Circuit Rider Published November 13, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
POWER of We: Core Four Resources Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1378?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+7-31-13&utm_campaign=7-31-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email  to view or download.

2013 Conference Journal, Vol. 1, 2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 and 2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 
1 Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Luke 21:5-19
New International Version (NIV)

The Destruction of the Temple  
and Signs of the End Times

5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple 
was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated 
to God. But Jesus said, 6 “As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be 
thrown down.”

7 “Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?”

8 He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow 
them. 9 When you hear of wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away.”

10 Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, famines and 
pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.
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12 “But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be 
brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. 13 And so you will bear testimony to me. 14 But make up your mind not 
to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15 For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to 
resist or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 
17 Everyone will hate you because of me. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 Stand firm, and you will win life.

With great joy, we celebrate that Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr.  

had a successful surgery on November 12, 2013 in Atlanta, Georgia.  

The doctor was confident that no other treatment will be needed.  

On behalf of the Swanson family, thank you for your prayers,  

cards, prayer shawls, love, care and concern.

Gratefully, Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, Director of Communications and Connectional Ministries

UMC #GivingTuesday - December 
3 Promises to Multiply Impact
Mississippi Annual Conference  
Supported Missions Listed 
United Methodists are inviting all Mississippians and be-
yond to  join them in sustaining the spirit of Thanksgiving 
into the Advent season.The denomination’s General Board 
of Global Ministries announced that for one day only, on December 3, 2013, as part of 
UMC #GivingTuesday, gifts made online to any project through The Advance will be 
matched.

Marie Kuch, who chairs the communication and development committee of Global 
Ministries’ board of directors, shared her excitement. “My US context is dominated by 
a consumer-driven frenzy within hours of Thanksgiving,” she said at last week’s board 
meeting. “With the Giving Tuesday initiative and matching funds, we have extra incentive 
to remember what the Advent season really means and to redirect some of our retail-
shopping money to a better purpose.” 

The Advance is the denomination’s giving channel that ensures that 100 percent of each 
gift supports the project designated by the donor. More than 850 Methodist-related 
projects and more than 300 missionaries are supported by The Advance; all of them have 
gone through a rigorous review process and are accountable for how funds are used.

Global Ministries announced it will allocate the “matching funds” dollar for dollar up to the first $500,000 in gifts to Advance projects 
received online on December 3, 2013, between midnight EST and 11:59 p.m. A maximum of $10,000 per individual gift to a project will 
be disbursed as matching funds. A project may receive a maximum of $50,000 in matching funds.
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Bishop Hope Morgan Ward of the North Carolina Annual Conference is the president of the board. Reminding directors that “gifts 
made through The Advance can bring healing and hope to survivors of natural or civil disasters; help communities build churches, dig 
wells, feed and educate children, and equip hospitals and clinics; or support a missionary who is sharing the light of Christ,” she said, “I 
pray that December 3 will be a record-breaking day in the Wesleyan movement.”

Supporters are encouraged to participate in UMC #GivingTuesday by making a gift online to any Advance project or the missionary 
community on December 3, 2013 at www.umcmission.org/give.    

The Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church is prayerful that people will consider giving towards the following 
mission projects that impact Mississippians. 

• Stop Hunger Now - Advance #982795  http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/982795
• Society of St. Andrew - Advance #3021060  http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/801600
• Anti-Human Trafficking - Advance #333615  http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/333615
• Choctaw Mission - Advance #761544T  http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/761544

NOTE:  Mississippi United Methodists, who need help with making a gift online to an Advance Special, may contact their UMC 
district office for the name of their district mission secretary for help.

The full list of Mississippi Annual Conference supported missions are as follows:

Hunger
- Stop Hunger Now - Advance #982795
- Society of St. Andrew - Advance #3021060
Heifer Project International, Living Gifts - Advance # 982532
Rice and Beans Ministry, Costa Rica - Advance #3021052
Appalachia Hunger & Poverty Advance - Advance # 982039
Nicaragua Programs Advance - Advance #14854A

Health
Imagine No More Malaria - Advance #3021190
Water and Sanitation (UMCOR) # 3020600
Global AIDS Fund - Advance #982345
- Anti-Human Trafficking - Advance # 333615
- Choctaw Mission # - Advance 761544

Children
Shade and Fresh Water Project- Advance #11580A
Red Bird Mission School - Advance # 773728
Babyfold Children’s Home, Zimbabwe - Advance - #11713T

UMCOR Relief Money on Way to Philippines
Local Church Donations Needed
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)
As the United Methodist Committee on Relief released a $97,000 grant for 
emergency relief, the United Methodist bishop who leads the area that in-
cludes the Philippines islands, devastated by Super Typhoon Haiyan, is wait-
ing to hear more about the extent of the damage there. The National Associa-
tion of Filipino American United Methodists said it is trying to coordinate 
with responders to the disaster, including UMCOR. To read story and post 
a comment, visit http://umcconnections.org/2013/11/11/denomination-
coordinating-philippines-relief/. Support UMCOR’s work through Interna-
tional Disaster Response, Advance #982450. 
https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNavigator/umcor_donate.html

Mississippi United Methodists can make financial gifts to help those af-
fected by Typhoon Haiyan the following three ways: 

Marines arrive in the Philippines with relief supplies 
after Typhoon Haiyan. 
A web-only photo courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps.



Page 4

1. Write a check and note on the memo line of your check “Typhoon Haiyan” and mail to: Mississippi Annual Conference, 320-A Briar-
wood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206

2. Gifts may be included with your apportioned mission shares through line 62.  Make sure to include the advance number, (982450).

3. Donations can also be received online through www.umcmission.org. 

Bishops Called to Embrace ‘Team Spirit’
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)
 As they meet this week for their annual meeting, active and retired United Methodist bishops clearly 
are not of one mind regarding human sexuality and other issues the denomination faces. But bishops 
will need to talk and listen to each other “in an attitude of team spirit,” Germany Area Bishop Rosemarie 
Wenner (photo, right) said in her presidential address to the Council of Bishops.

To read story and post a comment, visit: http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx.

Grants Helps Prevent Malaria in South Sudan                       
United Methodists Fund Education, Training and Medicine

Thanks to two first-time grants, vulnerable people in malaria endemic South Sudan will get the training and medicine needed to pre-
vent deaths from malaria. Imagine No Malaria recently awarded a grant for nearly $50,000 to the South Sudan District of UMC health 
board, as well as a $325,059 grant to the UMCOR field office in South Sudan. These two programs in South Sudan are working together 
in a successful effort to fight malaria. These grants open the door for the UMCOR 
field office and health board to apply for larger external grants from other global 
entities.

“This grant means life to many people in the Lasu Payam district,” said Dr.  M. Lynn 
Fogleman, health coordinator of the South Sudan United Methodist Church health 
board.  “Teaching people how to prevent malaria and giving them the tools to do 
so, will mean that the number of episodes of malaria will go down dramatically 
and when that happens, the number of people dying from malaria will also reduce 
greatly.”

The grant to the health board will aid educational efforts such as malaria prevention 
and comprehensive maternal and child health training within these communities, 
training of area traditional birth attendants, and refresher training for technical staff at the government health facilities.  The United 
Methodist health board in South Sudan will jump-start community educational sessions with radio talk shows. 

Another important benefit of the funding is that malaria preventative medications will be provided to pregnant women and critical 
drugs will be provided to the various health facilities within Lasu Payam.  In addition, an estimated 30,000 long-lasting insecticide-treat-
ed mosquito nets will be distributed to people at risk of the deadly, but preventable disease through the work of the UMCOR field office 
in South Sudan.

South Sudan is the world’s newest country. More than 22 years of Civil War have weakened the country’s infrastructure and left it espe-
cially vulnerable to the ravages of malaria.  Establishing an UMCOR field office will help the newly created health board overcome new 
nation birth pains and address malaria issues more aggressively.

“South Sudan is still crawling, not even walking,” said Mandela Wani Michael, health board representative. “The challenges are enor-
mous in all areas-health, education, water and many more.   

These initiatives will help make the world a better place for human existence,” she said.  

In October, the health board grant kicked off with a mobilization of community leaders to get people organized for the educational 
component, while UMCOR ordered nets for communities and medicine for clinics.

“I rejoice that improving the lives of so many can be done with minimal technology at relatively low cost and is reproducible for future 
times,” said Fogleman.

Because of its location in Sub-Saharan Africa, noted for its hot days and heavy rains, South Sudan is a magnet for mosquitos.  Malaria 
cases throughout South Sudan increased by 20 percent in 2012.



The entire area of Lasu Payam, which is also comprised of a large camp of Congolese refugees, was chosen to receive the benefits from 
the grant so all the inhabitants could be helped.  Nine prominent villages were selected so that all the people of the district can go to the 
nearest location for nets and education.

Fogleman said, “Now, with the education, the nets and the medicines, young children must not suffer and die with malaria. The preg-
nant women can make it to their expected delivery time. They will begin to survive and see their children grow up. They will begin to 
have hope.”

Bible Study a Real Adventure for 
Asbury Kids
Books are certainly not a thing of the past for children 
attending weekly Bible study at Asbury Church, a United 
Methodist community in Petal, Mississippi. However, 
if you ask the children, books are likely second to the 
Chromebook computer that they are using to get their les-
son.  Since October, the youngsters have been downloading the Adventure Bible where they 
engage in games to help them learn about people, places and events in the Bible.  Asbury’s 
children’s ministry director had the idea of using the laptops and later received great support 
from their tech savvy pastor, the Rev. Andy Stoddard who said, “We figured the schools are 
using them so why not use them here at the church.”  Stoddard regularly blogs, tweets and 
posts to Facebook, faith messaging and his sermons. To follow Asbury online, visit  
http://www.asburypetal.com/. 

Business Partners with Galloway to Feed People            
P&A Deer Processing of Pearl, Mississippi will donate their services to anyone who wants to give 
processed meats to Grace Place, a ministry of Galloway Memorial UMC in Jackson, Mississippi. 
Donors must make their requests through the business owner, Phillip Keyes and call before visit-
ing the business. The phone number is 601-321-9568.  A Galloway Grace Place volunteer will 
pick up the processed meat.  

Grace Place is God’s ministry through Galloway to those who live on the margins in and around 
downtown Jackson.  Over 80 persons are served a meal four days a week at Galloway and offered 
a place of rest every week day from 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  A pot of deer meat chili or deer stew 
goes a long way and puts a really big smile on the faces of those being served. For more informa-
tion about Grace Place, visit http://www.gallowayumc.org/index.php/grace-place.

Millsaps Stop Hunger Now Packing Event Success 
Around 200 Millsaps College students and community volunteers are celebrating their part in 
the fight against hunger.  The group packaged 60,000 meals for Stop Hunger Now during a pack-
ing event on Sunday, November 10, at Millsaps Halls Activities Center. The event was open to the 
public.   

 The year 2013 marked Stop Hunger Now’s 15th anniversary of work to create a movement to 
end hunger. More than 100,000,000 meals have been packaged and distributed with other life-
saving aid to 65 countries impacting millions of lives.  

The organization is driven by a vision of a world without hunger and a mission to end hunger 
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Children during Bible study at Asbury UMC  
are enjoying their evening lesson via Chromebooks.



by providing food and life-saving aid to the world’s most vulnerable and by creating a global commitment to mobilize the necessary 
resources.

In its efforts to respond to emergency needs around the world, Stop Hunger Now receives and distributes significant donations of in-
kind aid. These donations are large quantities of food; medicines, medical supplies and other such items as may be of use in fighting 
hunger and providing relief in a crisis. For more information about Stop Hunger Now, visit http://www.stophungernow.org.

On A Mission to Serve God              
By Rev. Amanda Gordon, Minor Memorial UMC
As we prepare for the Senatobia District mission trip to El Salvador on July 12 - 19, 2014, Nathan Hickerson, the 
Senatobia District United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) coordinator and I have been asked to share 
why missions are so important. We plan mission trips to build something or teach something, but when we arrive 
we realize that it’s ultimately all about relationships. It is surprising how close you grow to others who are part of 
your team during one week. Like Nathan says, “These are not just bonds like friendship, these are family strong 
bonds.”

We think we are “taking God to people,” yet serving on missions has reminded me that God is already there. All 
people were created by God. We may look different, we may worship differently and we may have different beliefs, 
but we are all God’s children. I am overwhelmed at how absolutely big and amazing our God is! Missions have 
helped me to break down barriers and stereotypes and have strengthened my desire to serve. This is one of Jesus’ 
greatest callings for us—to serve others.

I have participated in at least 13 mission trips. In my youth group, we did local missions and then after my 11th 
grade year of high school, our youth group took our first mission trip to Houston, Texas. We almost were unable to go because we could 
not find a female chaperone and there were only five of us signed up. Thankfully, a devoted youth worker stepped up, but her health 
wasn’t great, so she was unable to work in the sun. It is hard to explain the way I experienced God on that trip. That first mission trip 
ignited a passion for missions.

My first international trip to Mexico was very eye opening. The one thing that stood out was how frustrating it was to not be able to talk 
to the people there because I do not speak Spanish. However, it makes you think about alternative forms of communication. Although 
Nathan’s mission experiences have been in the United States, he has experienced what it is like leaving your comfort zone and totally 
relying on God. I agree with Nathan when he said that, “when you step out into the unknown in faith, that is where you meet God and 
have a one-on-one bond with God, greater than any you have previously experienced.”

Nathan has served on two mission trips--one in Spirit Lake, North Dakota and the other was at Henderson Settlement in Frakes, Ken-
tucky. He had been praying for direction on an international mission trip and when I mentioned the Salvadoran Mission Projects Inc., 
an UMVIM approved site, we both felt that God called us to lead this mission for the Senatobia district.

Paulette West, executive director of UMVIM, Southeastern Jurisdiction (SEJ), recommended the mission work in El Salvador to me. As 
I researched it more, I realized I had friends who knew the missionary, Brian Dubberly and have met people who have worked with Sal-
vadoran mission projects. The more I learned about the mission projects in El Salvador, the more I felt drawn to this work. As one recent 
mission applicant wrote, “How can you resist going on a mission trip to a country named for the Savior?”

The El Salvador mission trip is open to anyone 18 and older who attends a Senatobia District United Methodist church. The dead-
line to submit an application and deposit is December 2, 2013 and we are limited to 20 participants.

I challenge the Methodists in the Senatobia District to give one week of their lives in service to the Lord on this mission to El Salvador. 
We are even considering making Spanish classes available to members of the mission team that are interested in learning a little of the 
language, but stress that speaking Spanish is not a requirement for this trip. Going on a mission trip is never a predictable experience 
and the greatest thing is that you never know what moment(s) God is going to use to impact you. It rarely comes as you might expect!

For more information, visit www.minormemorial.org, or contact the Rev. Amanda Gordon at 662-781-1333 or amandaMMUMC@
gmail.com.
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Rev. Amanda 
Gordon



Mission Songfest
November 17, 2013
Neshoba County United Methodist churches are coming 
together to sing praises to God during the upcoming Mis-
sion Songfest. First United Methodist Church in Philadel-
phia, Mississippi will host Mission Songfest on November 
17, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. A free will offering and a collection 
of new or slightly used coats, sweaters, scarves and gloves 
will be donated to God’s Closet ministry.  God’s Closet is a ministry of the United Methodist Women of First United Methodist Church 
who have a vision of providing uniforms, clothing and some school supplies at no cost to area children in Philadelphia and Neshoba 
County—with God’s guidance.  Everyone is invited to join Neshoba County as they unite in a night of praise and mission giving. For 
more information, contact the Rev. Fred Britton at 601-656-1376.

District Youth Rally
November 17, 2013
A district youth rally for all youth groups in the East and West Jackson districts will be held on Sunday, November 17, at Madison 
United Methodist Church in Madison. Mike Howington, the youth and families coordinator for the Mississippi Conference will be the 
speaker and there will be live music by the Mike Littlejohn Band. Pizza will be served when the doors open at 6:00 p.m. The rally will 
follow at 6:30 and end at 7:45 p.m. 

Raymond Community Thanksgiving Celebration of Worship
November 24, 2013
“We Gather and Serve Together!” Everyone is invited to share in a community Thanksgiving celebration of worship on Sunday, Novem-
ber 24, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at Raymond United Methodist Church. Join friends and neighbors in worship to thank God for his overflow-
ing and extravagant generosity and his amazing grace. The Thanksgiving message will be delivered by Toney Crisler, pastor of Belmont 
Church.

Coordinating churches include: Belmont Church, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Raymond Presbyterian Church and Raymond United 
Methodist Church.

For more information, contact Mike Sahler, the Raymond Thanksgiving ministry coordinator 
at sahlerm@bellsouth.net or call 601-507-2445.  

Give on United Methodist Student Day Sunday
November 24, 2013
For more details, visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1399. 

Thanksgiving Dinner
November 24, 2013
The annual Thanksgiving dinner at Bethlehem Center Inc. will be on Sunday, November 
24, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. For more details call the Bethlehem Center Inc. at 601-355-0224. The center is located at 920 North Blair Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi. The dinner is sponsored by the Beta Delta Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.  

Camp Lake Stephens - Overflow 
December 30, 2013 - January 1, 2014               
Registration is underway for Overflow, a retreat for junior and senior high youth. Come and get closer to Christ with other young 
people who will bring in the New Year together! Jeremy Knight from Main Street UMC in Hattiesburg will be the speaker for this event. 
The Kory Wheeler Band (formerly “This is Luke”) will be performing. The cost for this gathering is $109.

More information can be found online at www.camplakestephens.com or email Russell Casteel, the program director, at russell@cam-
plakestephens.com.   To call for details, dial 662-234-3350. 
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Senatobia District Annual Training Event
January 11, 2014 
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this free training event on Saturday, January 11, 2014 at Hernando UMC from 8:00 a.m. 
- 3:00 p.m. Hernando UMC is located at 1890 Mt. Pleasant Road in Hernando, Mississippi.

The training is designed to renew, inspire and equip laity, lay staff and clergy. Everyone is invited!  There will be training targeting 
specific leadership roles in the church and there will be breakout sessions focusing on the five spiritual disciplines that will help grow 
relationships with God and with others.  Participants will have the opportunity to attend two sessions.  A complete list of class offerings 
are coming soon.

Complimentary refreshments will include continental breakfast snacks in the morning.  A barbecue or vegetarian lunch will be available 
for purchase. Advance registration is required.  Registration details will be online soon. For more information call the Senatobia District 
office, 662-562-5865.

2014 The Gathering  
Student Conference - “Mind Games” 
February 28, 2014 - March 2, 2014             
The Gathering Student Conference is a ministry designed for the  young 
people of the Mississippi United Methodist Conference. This event was for-
mally known as MYAC. It will take place February 28, 2014 - March 2, 2014 
at Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi. 

For more details and to register, visit the Mississippi Conference website at  
www.mississippi-umc.org.

Announcements:
Music & Worship Resources for Native American Ministry Month (November)  
For details, visit http://www.gbod.org/planning-calendar/native-american-heritage-month/resource/music-resources-for-
native-american-heritage-month.  

Bulletin Insert Available for Newtown Anniversary  
The United Methodist Board of Church and Society has prepared a bulletin insert to assist congregations in conducting a worship 
observance of the anniversary of the Newtown, Conn., gun-violence tragedy that occurred December 14, 2012. To read story, visit 
http://umc-gbcs.org/faith-in-action/remembering-newtowns-victims. Find more information at www.umc.org/violence.     

Annual Conference 2014     
June 6-8, 2014
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., has announced that the 2014 session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will be held on June 6-8 
at the Jackson Convention Complex.

Employment Opportunities
• Coordinator of Congregational Development and Revitalization - New York Annual Conference  
Job Title:  Coordinator of Congregational Development and Revitalization
Department/Area:  Connectional Ministries
Reports to:     Director of Connectional Ministries
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Direct Reports: None 
Classification: Regular Full-Time Exempt
The New York Annual Conference has extended the application deadline to November 30, 2013 for a Coordinator of Congre-
gational Development and Revitalization (CCDR) to provide visionary leadership in implementing strategies for planting new 
faith communities and revitalizing existing congregations.  A revised job description is listed below. As a member of the Extended 
Cabinet, the CCDR will work with congregations in the Annual Conference as well as Parish Development, the Bishop and the 
Cabinet. Base salary is $65-75,000, depending upon experience. The compensation package includes a housing allowance, full 
benefits and a reimbursement account. Start date is negotiable, but preference is early in 2014.
The ideal candidate will have a master’s degree and 3-5 years of experience in congregational development (or equivalent experi-
ence). 
To apply, email a cover letter and resume to “CCDR Search Committee” at jobs@nyac-umc.com.  Please do not call the Con-
ference office about this position.  Candidates without relevant congregational development experience or who do not submit 
both a cover letter and resume will not be considered.
 Principal Duties or Tasks:
• Develop an intentional strategy for new church starts (using “Vision Bearers” and “PATH 1” programs) and offer creative re-
sourcing for these starts.
• Focuses on increasing the number of vital congregations that are effective in making disciples of Jesus Christ, utilizing programs 
such as “Vital Congregations/Incubator Training” and “Rethink Church.”
• Works with the Bishop and Cabinet to identify churches that should be targeted for growth, merger or closing.
• Works with Parish Development, Cabinet and Bishop in assessing locations for new ministry and possible areas of cooperation 
and shared ministry.
• Provides leadership, cross-communication, and identifies/positions resources for congregational development and revitaliza-
tion.
• Designs and facilitates workshops for local churches to foster revitalization and growth
• Champions a culture of welcome and inclusiveness throughout the Annual Conference.
• Provides assessment tools, analysis and interpretation of results for local church revitalization.
• Identifies, recruits and trains facilitators to work with local churches and pastors to foster organizational health, vitality and 
growth
• Leads efforts to help develop faith communities with emerging populations.
• Stays connected with the United Methodist network of Congregational Developers and keeps abreast of workshops offered, etc.
Qualifications:
• Master’s degree in theology/divinity (or equivalent field) preferred with 3-5 years of related experience and/or training
• Seasoned, experience-based knowledge of new faith community development.
• Ability to create and oversee organizational systems capable of implementing vision-based plans and practices.
• Experience in entrepreneurial leadership.
• Ability to identify and mentor effective organizational leaders.
• Knowledge of and personal commitment to the advancement of diversity (culture, race, ethnicity, gender, theology, etc.).
• Skill in organizational effectiveness
• Ability to build and lead teams.
• Skill in using Microsoft Office products, especially Word, Excel, Access and Outlook.
• Strong written and oral communication skills 
• Knowledge of and ability to utilize the latest communication technologies.
• Skill in public speaking and ability to deliver effective presentations to diverse audiences
• Willingness to work weekend and evening hours as needed; willingness and ability to travel by car as necessary to locations 
throughout the NYAC service area.

• Connectional Ministries Administrative Assistant
Purpose of Position
The administrative assistant is the welcoming presence of the Mississippi Annual Conference office through receiving guest and 
telephone calls.  This is the first person that guests encounter when attempting to connect with a staff person or department and 
therefore it is vital the person embodies hospitality.
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Key Functions/Responsibilities
• Answer phones respond to inquiry or transfer to appropriate person on staff
• Receive, calendar requests and distribute to Communications
• Manage room assignment calendar
• Provide materials needed and requested by local church leaders
• Coordinate oversight for annual conference exhibit /display  area 
• Coordinate projects such as large mailings for Communications and Connectional Ministries
• Assist the Director of Communications and Connectional Ministries with basic filing and clerical duties 
• Provide administrative support for Connectional Ministries and Communications through coordinating committee meetings, 
travel itineraries (transportation, lodging, etc.)
• Oversee Administrative functions of the day-to-day activities of two multi-faceted ministry areas to ensure each office functions 
smoothly.  Manage projects, determine priorities, and maintain a high degree of professionalism and confidentiality, comfortably 
taking initiative and exercising independent judgment to resolve issues.
• Organize events and prepare materials for meetings, training programs, community forums and conferences.  
• Request, gather information and data from the administrative team leaders, board and agency to assist in preparing annual 
reports, summaries for local, jurisdictional and general church.  
• Submit prepared materials for various print and web-based publications (i.e. annual journal).
Qualifications
• Demonstrates excellent customer service and interpersonal communication skills
• Evidences strong computer skills
• Possesses strong organizational skills
• Resolves problems in a timely manner
• Assesses and accommodates the needs of multiple projects
• Excels at working independently and as part of a team
• Maintains the integrity of the processes of the annual conference
• Understands United Methodist polity and structure
Deadline for application is Wednesday, November 20, at 4:30 p.m. Please send resumes and cover letters to: Mississippi Annual 
Conference, Attn: Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, Director, 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.
Or email: connie@mississippi-umc.org.

• Part-Time Youth Minister
McLaurin Heights United Methodist Church in Pearl, Mississippi is seeking a committed and motivated Christian as its part-time 
youth minister.  For more information on this ministry position, contact the Rev. Vicki Landrum at pastormhumc@bellsouth.
net, 325 Mary Ann Drive, Pearl, MS  39208, or call 601-939-2163.
  

Bacon Roll-Ups    
2 (3-ounce) pkg. cream cheese with chives
1 tablespoon milk
25 slices bacon (halved)
25 slices whole grain bread
Remove crust from bread slices and cut in half 
lengthwise. Combine cream cheese and milk, stir-
ring until spreadable. Spread about one teaspoon cream cheese mixture on each piece of bread; roll tightly and wrap with 
bacon.  Secure with a toothpick.  Place in broiler pan; bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes. Turn, if necessary, to prevent 
overbrowning.

– Beverly Wilkinson, “Loaves and Fishes” 
from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi
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Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next issue of 
The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before distribution 
on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, so share 
your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Meth-
odist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!


